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City Council considers proposed budget for
2018-19
On Tuesday, September
18, the City Council will
vote on the fiscal 2019
proposed budget and tax
rate. The meeting will
be held at City Hall,
beginning at 5 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 18
5 p.m.
City Hall,
Council Chamber
Tuesday, Oct. 2
5 p.m.
City Hall,
Council Chamber

www.uptexas.org

In 2024, University Park will celebrate its
centennial.
To ensure a bright and
sustainable future, the proposed budget
addresses some infrastructure needs
associated with age and deterioration.
Accordingly, operational needs having to do
with public health, safety and welfare are
balanced with much needed capital
investment in infrastructure like water,
sewer, storm sewer, streets and parks. Each
year the challenge is to fashion a sustainable
funding plan within a fiscally conservative
framework that funds both short and longterm needs. The proposed FY19 budget
maintains this prudent approach, while
providing necessary investment within the
community. Highlights of the proposed
FY19 budget include:
• Market-based adjustments of 1% for all
City personnel, with position-specific
adjustments to some public safety
personnel;
• The addition of a 911/311 Dispatcher in the
Communications Division of the Police
Department;
• A three year phased-in hiring strategy to
add the necessary personnel with the
Utilities Fund to begin in-house capital
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replacement of water and sanitary sewer
infrastructure;
• Increased funding for the City’s pay-asyou-go Capital Improvement Program
(CIP).
Tax rate and supplemental CIP funding
Compared with the previous fiscal year, our
housing market has experienced a slight
rebound in values, with the overall taxable
value of properties as assessed by the Dallas
County Appraisal District (DCAD)
increasing 6.7% compared to last year’s
2.19%. Given the increase in values and
strong performance of other revenues, the
FY19 base budget requires a tax rate of
24.538 cents per $100 of taxable value,
compared to last year’s tax rate of 24.876 per
$100 of taxable value. Based on this
proposed rate, the average single-family
homeowner with a homestead exemption
will pay $117 more annually in City taxes –
less than $10 per month. However, because
some upcoming needs will span beyond the
limitations of a single fiscal year, the City’s
Finance Committee is recommending the
Council consider supplementing CIP funding
by adopting last year’s tax rate. If that step
is taken, those additional property tax
revenues would go to the City’s pay-as-yougo CIP fund. In the October issue of the
Arbor, we will provide greater detail on the
City’s capital investment infrastructure
needs.
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Proposed FY19 City budget and tax rate
Continued from page 1
The annual budgeting process begins each year in April
with the submission of operational budget requests from
Department Directors. All line items within the
operational budgets are reviewed and refined throughout
the ensuing months by staff within the Finance and
Executive Departments. Following the internal review, a
final proposed budget is presented to the following citizen
committees for review and recommendation to the City
Council:
• Finance Advisory Committee;
• Employee Benefits Committee;
• Property, Casualty, & Liability Insurance Committee;
The final review process culminates in September with
workshops and public hearings with the City Council.

Since University Park is primarily a residential
community, the City relies heavily on property taxes to
fund essential services. Despite the dependence, City
property taxes account for only 12 cents of every tax
dollar collected, which is below the statewide average for
municipalities.

Learn more about the proposed FY19 budget by visiting
the City’s website at uptexas.org. A copy of the proposed
budget is also on file at the front desk at City Hall.

Alexa, Ask My University Park, “What’s in the news?”
Do you have an Amazon Echo, Echo
Dot, Echo Show, or a similar device
from Google or Apple? If so, you can
get City news and information without
logging on to a computer or making a
phone call.
Just add the free skill to your Alexa app.
Then, use any of these prompts:
•Alexa, ask My University Park what's in the news?
•Alexa, ask My University Park what are the events?
•Alexa, ask My University Park for road closures.
•Alexa, ask My University Park to read The Arbor.
•Alexa, ask My University Park for building hours.
You can also listen to the City's most recent tweets. Just
say, "Alexa, ask My University Park what's UP with
Twitter?"
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Community Night Out & Movie in the Park - Oct. 19
Join us on Friday, October 19 for a night of family fun!
Activities in Goar Park begin
at 5 p.m. with Community
Night Out. Police and Fire
personnel
are
looking
forward to meeting you.
Public safety vehicles and
equipment will be on display
until 7:30 p.m.
At 7:30 p.m., it’s time to hit the blankets and camp chairs
for a free showing of Beetlejuice.
In-N-Out will provide dinner for all those in attendance.
The night features bounce houses, games and music too.
In the event of inclement weather, the movie will be
shown on October 26.

Park Cities recycling event - Saturday, October 13
Event location - across from Burleson Park
The next Park Cities recycling event will take place in the
SMU parking lot on the south
side of Burleson Park on
Saturday, October 13 from 8
a.m. to 1 p.m.

external hard drives, video and camera equipment, video
game systems, cables, power cords, power strips and
more.

Here is another chance to clear
out your garage, attic and
closets of old financial and
medical documents, outdated or unused electronics and
even clothing and furniture.

Shred-it will collect and shred all documents on-site.

Paper products and documents that can be disposed of
include: Tax records, medical records, legal files,
financial records, invoices, cancelled checks, blueprints,
contracts, payroll records, company letterhead, junk mail
containing personal information and any information that
contains credit card, social security,
driver license and account
numbers.
Accepted E-waste items include:
Computers, computer monitors,
computer accessories, TV’s, printers, DVD/CD players,
copiers, fax machines, scanners, cell phones and chargers,

Participating firms/organizations

Global Asset collects and disposes of all E-waste items.
In addition to working with the City and other
municipalities, the company currently
supports over 150 clients in the public
sector. Global Asset removes data on all
collected
storage
devices
using
Department of Defense security standards.
Salvation Army will also be on-site.
Donated items must be in working
condition, and contain all parts and
accessories. Clothing items must not be torn or stained.
The Salvation Army will also take all wood furniture,
refrigerators, stoves, washing machines, dryers and any
appliances. All donors will be given a receipt for tax
deduction purposes.
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City news briefs
property of the Highland Park Independent School
District, or any private preschool, kindergarten, primary
or secondary school, without permission of an authorized
school official. This includes being on any sidewalk,
parkway or public property adjacent to campus while
school is in session. Again, a violation can result in a
citation and fine.

UPPL summer reading program recap
This summer's Level UP with Reading program was a hit.
A total of 484 students participated in the fun, amassing
more than 7,600 hours/books read. The program also
featured weekly events highlighted by a performance of
“How I Became a Pirate,” by the Dallas Children’s
Theater.
Charity book drive
Summer readers also participated in a book drive
benefitting Trinity River Mission, an organization that
provides educational and social opportunities that
encourage family literacy. Partnering with Highland Park
Library’s summer reading program, children who finished
40 books or read for 40 hours, could select and donate a
book. This year, readers will donate close to 100 books.

Easy disposal of unused, unwanted prescription drugs
University Park residents can
dispose of accumulated, unwanted,
and unused prescription drugs
anytime they want. The Police
department has installed a
MedReturn box at City Hall. It’s
located inside the building’s 24hour entrance (3800 University
Blvd.) next to the City’s 911 call
center. Liquid medications, inhalers, needles, syringes or
lancets will not be accepted.

Readers Cup Trophy
Bradfield Elementary School won the coveted Readers
Cup Trophy with 88 students logging 1,209 hours/books
read. Our thanks to the librarians at each of the HPISD
campuses for encouraging young readers to participate.

Saturday, October 13, 2018
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Hyer St. Parking Lots

UP with Reading! Sponsor
UPPL thanks Briggs Freeman/Sotheby’s International for
presenting UP with Reading.

4100 Lovers - just west of Preston
(Between Lovers/Hyer - Preston/Westchester)

Free Admission

Leash law reminder
For the safety and enjoyment of
others, dog owners are reminded that
a citation and fine can result from
letting a dog run at large. This
includes dogs that are unleashed
while in City parks.
Dogs are also not permitted on school grounds or other
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Art

Antiques
Crafts

Books

Clothing

Jewelry
Furniture

The UP Flea is a community fundraiser for the Friends
of the University Park Public Library. We support the UP
Public Library with funds, programs and volunteers.
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