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Projects & preparation for the next 100 years
In the September Arbor, we highlighted key
elements of the City’s $53 million budget for
fiscal year 2019 (FY19). The new budget,
approved by the City Council on September
18, continues the City’s longstanding policy of dropping
the tax rate as property values
increase.
With budget adoption behind
us, here are some details about
the City Council’s long-term focus of
improving aging infrastructure. During the
past few years, our schools, churches and
Southern Methodist University began
upgrading their facilities consistent with a
community that will celebrate its centennial
in 2024. With the future in mind, the City
Council recently established a Long Term
Financial Planning Committee. Comprised
of resident members from the Finance
Advisory Committee and Capital Projects
Review Committee, their task is two-fold.
While reviewing how the City plans for its
annual budget, the group is also looking at
the financial implications of some large-scale
capital projects that now are on the horizon.
In-house Mile per Year
The City maintains over 60 miles of sanitary
sewer mains and 80 miles of water mains.
Funds to replace water and sewer mains are
allocated to the City’s Capital Projects Fund.
In recent years, construction costs have
outpaced funding.
The FY19 budget
addressees this with increased contributions
to the Capital Fund from both the General
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Fund and Utility Fund. Additionally, the
FY19 budget also created a new operational
division within the Utility Fund, dedicated to
in-house construction of water and sewer
replacements. By taking that step, over the
long-term the City will be able to save
money, increase productivity, improve work
quality and customer service, and return the
program’s scope to a mile of replacement a
year.
Storm Water Improvements
Additional financial
pressure will be placed
on the Capital Projects
Fund as the City seeks
to
implement
a
replacement schedule
for the City’s storm
sewer system. During heavy rainfalls,
neighborhoods experience localized flooding
from surface water runoff.
The
improvements to McFarlin Bridge helped
address one of the community’s primary
storm water bottlenecks.
Principal
improvements to the 25-mile storm sewer
network would include adding new storm
sewer lines, replacing existing lines with
larger diameter pipes, and locating areas for
temporary detention of storm water.
Investment in this long-range project has
already begun, with the City engaging an
engineering firm to develop a storm water
master plan. Delivery of this plan is expected
later this year.
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Public Works Department earns APWA accreditation
The City’s Public Works Department has just earned
accreditation from the American Public Works Association
(APWA). This prestigious designation is presented to
departments that, over time, meet or exceed all industry
documentation and management
practices. APWA accreditation is
held by only 10 other Public Works
Departments in Texas. In North
America, only 143 agencies have
achieved this level of excellence.
Accreditation marks the conclusion of a months-long effort
by department personnel. The process culminated with a
rigorous on-site evaluation of the department’s facilities
and documentation procedures by a three-member panel of
public works professionals who traveled to University Park
from Victoria, British Columbia, Henderson, Nevada and
Kansas City, Missouri.

Maintenance, Sanitation and Traffic. Daily duties range
from replacement of water, sanitary sewer, and pavement,
to the maintenance of traffic signs and signalized
intersections, to the
collection of trash
and recycling.
APWA is a not-forprofit, international
organization of more
than 29,000 members
involved in the field
of public works.
APWA serves its
members by promoting professional excellence and public
awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange
of knowledge. APWA is headquartered in Kansas City,
Missouri.

With a staff of 84, the City’s Public Works Department
consists of various operational divisions including
Engineering, Facilities Maintenance, Infrastructure

Are you sure that your home smoke alarms work?
National Fire Prevention Week will be observed this
month. According to the National Fire Prevention
Association, three of every five home fire deaths resulted
from fires in homes with no smoke
alarms or no working smoke alarms.

This month, under the direction of the Fire Department,
local Boy Scouts will distribute flyers urging residents to
make sure their household smoke alarms are in working
order. Multi-family sections of the city will be included in
this effort.

Because smoke alarms rely on a power
source to function properly, it is critical
to check them monthly. Batteries too
weak to sound the alarm should be
replaced. Because most alarms “chirp” when battery
power is low, it is critical to replace the battery promptly,
rather than disconnecting the alarm.

UPFD offers assistance with smoke
alarm installations

Smoke generated by fire is referred to as the silent killer.
Most fire deaths occur from smoke inhalation when
residents are asleep. A primary component of smoke is
carbon monoxide, which can slowly suffocate victims. A
functional smoke alarm can provide early detection and
make the difference when minutes count.

For those needing assistance,
especially the aged and individuals
with disabilities, department members
will test home smoke alarms. If
necessary, the department will provide
and install smoke alarms for free. To arrange a visit please
call the Fire Department’s administrative secretary at 214987-5380.
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Concession stand menu makes big splash!
The Holmes Aquatic Center had a terrific 2018 pool
season! The pool’s new concession stand made a big
splash with pool goers. This past summer attendees
purchased 36,755 concession items. As the illustration
shows, Dippin’ Dots and snow cones were the most
popular snacks. The menu’s hot food items also received
high marks as did the decision to use air fryers to prepare
the food. Based on all the positive feedback, staff has
decided to purchase two more air fryers and to add French
fries to next season’s menu offerings.
Senior Swim, Wibit Wednesdays, Story Time at the Pool,
swim lessons and Dive-In Movies were just some of the
popular program options offered during the 2018 pool
season. Add in weeks of generally rain-free days, and
overall, things went swimmingly!

Electric scooter use is
prohibited in UP

Long-term financial focus

During the past couple of months, electric scooter use has
been on the rise in University Park due in part to a pilot
program launched in Dallas. This has
prompted residents to call City Hall with
questions about their use.

Retail Center improvements and other considerations

Anyone who drives through the community is
aware of our narrow streets and alleys, the
abundance of vehicles parked curbside and the poor sight
lines that result from these conditions. In 2009, to
safeguard against serious accidents and injuries, the City
Council decided to add language to our Code of
Ordinances that prohibits the use of motor-assisted
scooters on all public streets, alleys and sidewalks. In
recent weeks, UPPD officers have been giving warnings
to electric scooter users. In the aftermath of this reminder
and recent posts on the City’s social media platforms,
electric scooter users are likely to be ticketed. Violators
are subject to a municipal court fine of $136.
If you see rental electric scooters positioned on street
corners and sidewalks and you want them removed, call
the City at 214-363-1644 or dial 311.

Continued from page 1

While infrastructure improvements to the City’s utilities
are a primary concern, investment is also needed in the
City’s retail areas such as Snider Plaza & Miracle Mile.
Traditional
infrastructure
improvements are needed at
those locations, but upgrades
could also include additional
parking and landscaping.
Other capital considerations
include finishing renovations
at the Holmes Aquatic Center
and
addressing
aging
facilities at the City’s Peek Service Center.
Traditionally, the City has used a pay-as-you-go method to
finance capital improvements. The Long Term Financial
Committee will weigh the merits of this long-standing
philosophy as it works to establish financial management
policies that set the City up for success in the next 100
years.
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City news briefs
2019 SMU and YMCA Parking District stickers
available now

Block Party Registration

It’s time for those who live inside the boundaries of the
residential parking districts near SMU and
the Park Cities YMCA to apply for their
2019 calendar-year stickers. The stickers,
two per address, plus two yearlong visitor
hang tags, are free. Applications can be
printed online at uptexas.org, but you must
return the form, with the appropriate proof
of residency, to the Police Department at
3800 University Blvd. to receive the stickers. Office hours
are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.
To obtain stickers and visitor placards for any of the
City’s parking districts
• All applicants renting property must provide a copy
of their current lease for review by staff.
• Residents must show one proof of residency - Valid
Texas Driver License or ID Card, current electric, phone
or water bill (within the last 60 days), or insurance
policy.
Prescription Drug Take Back Day - October 27
Saturday, October 27, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m., University Park
residents
can
dispose
of
accumulated, unwanted, and
unused prescription drugs by
stopping by the fire station side of
University Park City Hall at 3800
University Blvd. This effort,
hosted by UPPD, is part of a
nationwide drug disposal program started by the Drug
Enforcement Administration.
A reminder - Residents don’t have to wait for a national
Drug Take Back Day event to dispose of prescription
drugs. The Police Department has installed a MedReturn
box at City hall. It’s located inside the building’s 24-hour
entrance (3800 University Blvd.) next to the City’s 911
call center. The MedReturn box will not accept liquid
medications, inhalers, needles, syringes or lancets.
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The City welcomes the opportunity to
supply residents with warning cones
and signs for neighborhood "block
parties" during the Halloween season.
Applications must be received within
three working days of the scheduled
event.
Residents are reminded that block
parties are not allowed on October 31.
This policy assures that proper traffic flow
is maintained, especially for emergency
vehicles. To fill out a Block Party
application, go to the City’s website at uptexas.org. Click
on the Resident tab, and then click on Block Parties.
Please keep in mind, Block Party applications must be
received within three working days of the scheduled
event.
Leadership UP enrollment begins in November
If you’re interested in learning more about the City’s
history, challenges, opportunities and resources, the
Leadership UP program might
be just what you are looking
for.
Presented in collaboration
with the University Park
Community League, monthly
topics will center on all aspects of City operations. In
addition, classmates will hear presentations from HPISD,
SMU, the George W. Bush Presidential Library and the
Park Cities YMCA. The program’s ultimate objective is
to provide a pathway for residents who are interested in
serving on one of the City’s many boards or committees.
Monthly presentations will start in January, and conclude
in May 2020. Enrollment details will be included in the
November Arbor.
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