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Fiber-optics network to enhance school safety
On-campus security is understandably a
major topic of conversation here in North
Texas and across the country, especially in
light of the beginning of
another school year.

surveillance system during emergency
situations that involve police, fire or
emergency medical services personnel, and
that 911 dispatchers are not responsible for
monitoring the system.

In early 2018, staff
from the Highland Park
Independent
School
District began discussing the elements of a
collaborative project with the City of
University Park and the Town of Highland
Park to provide first-responders with
immediate access to real-time security
camera video at all of the District’s
campuses. The project centered on the
installation of a fiber-optic network to
transmit the video stream directly to the City
and Town 911 dispatch centers. All three
entities quickly agreed on the merits of such
a network, and in mid-2018 the District
awarded a firm a construction contract to
build it. The network is set to go online
before Thanksgiving.

Three new police officers

The City and Town are each paying $100,000
to connect the fiber spans. The City’s Capital
• Help UPPD prevent
Projects Review Committee recommended
vehicle theft - pg.2 UP’s portion as part of the FY2019 Capital
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The City’s FY2020 Budget, approved on
September 17, includes
$308,000 in first-year
funding for three new
full-time police officers.
One of those positions
will be a sergeant who
will oversee a new fourofficer UPPD School Resource Officer Unit.
This staffing will make it possible to assign
one officer to each of the two elementary
school campuses in University Park. These
assignments are in addition to the officers
who have long been in place at the Middle
School and High School campuses.
The new officers will be assigned to the
elementary schools during start and release
times (one hour in the morning, and one hour
in the afternoon). Otherwise, these officers
will supplement patrol shifts and answer
service calls. Due to the hiring and training
process, the new officers will not be in place
until sometime in early 2020. In the
meantime, UPPD officers will continue to
patrol the campuses on a frequent basis,
especially during in-session hours.
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Easy steps to take to prevent vehicle theft

place again.

The National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration say a motor vehicle is stolen
in the U.S. every 40.9 seconds. Sadly, by the
time you have finished reviewing the
information in this brief article, somewhere
in this country, the crime will have taken

Here in University Park, in 2017, there were only nine
reported vehicle thefts. Last year that number rose to 40.
So far in 2019, UPPD has recorded 28 vehicle thefts. And,
just like last year, on several occasions, owners have made
it easier for the thief by leaving their key fob or ignition
key in the vehicle.
In addition to the common sense steps mentioned here,
never leave valuables in your vehicle, especially if they

can be seen by someone who is walking by. While you are
at it, if you are home for the night, take a moment to
remove any firearms stored in the vehicle, and on your
way into the house, don’t forget to close your garage door.
Of course, UPPD appreciates all those who continue to
report suspicious activity.

Are you sure that your home smoke alarms work?
National Fire Prevention Week is observed this month.
According to the National Fire Prevention Association,
three of every five home fire deaths
resulted from fires in homes with no
smoke alarms or no working smoke
alarms.
Because smoke alarms rely on a power
source to function properly, it is critical
to check them monthly. Batteries too weak to sound the
alarm should be replaced. Because most alarms “chirp”
when battery power is low, it is critical to replace the
battery promptly, rather than disconnecting the alarm.
Smoke generated by fire is a silent killer. Most fire deaths
occur from smoke inhalation when residents are asleep. A
primary component of smoke is carbon monoxide, which
can slowly suffocate victims. A functional smoke alarm
can provide early detection and make the difference when
minutes count.
This month, under the direction of the Fire Department,
local Boy Scouts will distribute flyers urging residents to
make sure their household smoke alarms are in working

order. Multi-family sections of the city will be included in
this effort.
UPFD offers assistance with smoke alarm installations
For those needing assistance,
especially the aged and individuals
with disabilities, department members
will test home smoke alarms. If
necessary, the department will provide
and install smoke alarms for free. To
arrange a visit please call the Fire
Department’s administrative secretary at 214-987-5380.
Make a home fire escape plan
October is also a great time to work on a fire escape plan
with your family. Start by drawing a simple map of your
home that shows all doors and windows. Then, make sure
that all doors and windows open easily, so that you can use
them to get outside. For a lot more information on how to
create a home fire escape plan, visit the National Fire
Prevention Association’s website at nfpa.org.
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Quite a summer for Fin and friends!
The Holmes Aquatic Center had a terrific
2019 pool season! The pool’s concession
stand made a big splash with pool-goers
for the second year in a row. This past
summer, attendees purchased 40,418
concession items. That is almost 4,000
more items than 2018! As the illustration
shows, snow cones and hot dogs were
among the most popular snacks. Root beer floats, a new
addition to the menu this year, were also a big hit!
Senior Swim, Wibit Wednesdays, Story Time at the Pool,
swim lessons and Dive-In Movies were just some of the
popular program options offered during last summer. Add
in weeks of mostly rain-free days, and overall, things went
swimmingly!

Still seeing some limp limbs and branches?
The impact of the June 9 storm, that
left thousands in University Park
without power for several days, is still
being felt.
Hundreds of trees have
weakened limbs. In your preparations
for the fall and winter months, if you
have trees on your property that could
use some attention, help the City and your neighbors by
trimming and pruning to existing City Ordinance.
Clearance requirements for trees and shrubs are:
•
•
•

14 feet above the street curb line
8 feet over the sidewalk
15 feet above the alley

These heights help ensure that sanitation and service
trucks can safely access alleys. They also help motorists
clearly see traffic signs and proper trimming keeps
sidewalks clear of obstructions for walkers and joggers.
Cut limbs and shrubbery should be placed at curbside for
collection by City sanitation crews. For larger debris
piles, call 311 or 214-363-1644 to arrange for pick-up.

The cost for brush collection depends on the volume of
material. Any brush charges will be added to your next
utility bill.
Updated to reflect fees for brush and limb collection,
effective October 1:
•
•
•
•

Manual pick-up $25.53
Mechanical pick-up - less than half a truckload $83.25
Mechanical pick-up - half a truckload $128.21
Mechanical pick-up - full truckload $169.28
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City news briefs
2020 SMU, R District (3000 block of Rosedale) and
YMCA Parking District stickers available now

Block Party Registration

It’s time for those who live inside the boundaries of the
residential parking districts near SMU and
the Park Cities YMCA to apply for their
2020 calendar-year stickers. The stickers,
two per address, plus two yearlong visitor
hang tags, are free. Applications can be
printed online at uptexas.org, but you must
return the form, with the appropriate proof
of residency, to the Police Department at
3800 University Blvd. to receive the stickers. Office hours
are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.
To obtain stickers and visitor placards for any of the
City’s parking districts
• All applicants renting property must provide a copy
of their current lease for review by staff.
• Residents must show one proof of residency - Valid
Texas Driver License or ID Card, current electric, phone
or water bill (within the last 60 days), or insurance
policy.
Prescription Drug Take Back Day - October 26
Saturday, October 26, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m., University Park
residents
can
dispose
of
accumulated, unwanted, and
unused prescription drugs by
stopping by the Fire Station side of
University Park City Hall at 3800
University Blvd. This effort,
hosted by UPPD, is part of a
nationwide drug disposal program started by the Drug
Enforcement Administration.
A reminder - Residents don’t have to wait for a national
Drug Take Back Day event to dispose of prescription
drugs. The Police Department has installed a MedReturn
box at City Hall. It’s located inside the building’s 24-hour
entrance (3800 University Blvd.) next to the City’s 911
call center. The MedReturn box will not accept liquid
medications, inhalers, needles, syringes or lancets.
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The City welcomes the opportunity to
supply residents with warning cones
and signs for neighborhood "block
parties" during the Halloween season.
Please keep in mind that applications
must be received within three working
days of the scheduled event.
Residents are reminded that block parties are not
allowed on October 31, or on major thoroughfares.
This policy assures that proper traffic flow is maintained,
especially for emergency vehicles. To fill
out a Block Party application, go to the
City’s website at uptexas.org. Click on the
Resident tab, and then click on Block
Parties.
Halloween safety tips for kids and homeowners
• Younger trick-or-treaters should be supervised by an
adult.
• Older children should trick-or-treat in large groups, if
they are not accompanied by an adult.
• Parents should know the route their older children are
taking and they should stay in touch with the group.
• Trick-or-treaters should only visit homes that are welllighted and that are obviously welcoming Halloween
guests.
• Trick-or-treaters should carry flashlights and use
reflective tape on their costumes so that motorists can
see them.
• Trick-or-treaters should stay on sidewalks and obey
pedestrian rules.
• Children should not eat any trick-or-treat candy until it
is inspected by an adult.
• Light your home well.
• Remove obstacles from your front porch and yards so
that visitors don’t stumble or trip.
• Use artificial candles to avoid fire hazards.
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