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UPPL summer reading programs for all ages
This summer, all ages can have fun while
reading at the University Park Public
Library. For the kids, there is the popular UP
with Reading program. New this summer,
in
partnership
with
Highland Park Public
Library, is the Tween and
Teen Summer Reading
Club. Adults can join in
the fun too with Grown
UP Summer Reading. Registration for any
or all of the programs can be done in person
at the library, or online through the City’s
website at uptexas.org.
UP with Reading
UP with Reading will kick off at the library
on Saturday, May 25 from 10 a.m. to noon.
Participants may also sign up at the Friends
of University Park Public Library’s Splash
Bash on Friday, May 24 from 5:30 to 7:30
p.m.
Kids will be entertained and inspired by
weekly programs that take place at the
library on Wednesdays at 3 p.m.

City Offices
will be closed
Monday, May 27
for Memorial Day

www.uptexas.org
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6/5 - Gregg the Balloon Guy
6/12 - Black Prairie Raptor Center
6/19 - Critterman
6/26 - Perot Museum
7/10 - James Wand Magic Show
7/17 - Legendary Black Belt Academy
7/24 - Professor Brainius
7/31 - Frontiers of Flight Museum

The UP With Reading theme this year is
“Giddy UP with Reading.” Each registered

ONLINE AT UPTEXAS . ORG

participant will be given a cowboy-themed
token to hang in the library. The program
runs from May 25 to July 31. Prizes will be
awarded at 10, 20, 30, and 40 hour levels.
The University Park Public Library partners
with the Highland Park Public Library each
year to donate books to a local literacy-based
organization. After reading 40 hours, a child
can select a book to be donated in their
honor. This year the partnering organization
is Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children.
Tweens and Teens
The Tween and Teen
Summer Reading Club,
sponsored by Christine
McKenny and Allie
Beth Allman, begins on
June 1 and ends on
July 31. It’s open to
students
entering
seventh grade through 12th grade. Each
week, participants who log reading hours
will be entered into a drawing to win one of
three gift cards from a local business. At the
end of the program, participants who read 50
or more hours will be entered into the tweens
and teens grand prize drawing. Two special
presentations are also part of the program.
• 6/13 - 2:30 p.m. - Tech Petting Zoo - stop
animation software and robots (@UPPL)
• 7/11 - 2:30 p.m. - Cupcake Wars - use
surprise ingredients and toppings in our
version of the popular TV show (@HPPL)
See Summer Reading, page 4
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Annual Children's Fishing Derby June 1
The pond will be stocked and the fish will be biting! The
City of University Park will host this year’s Children’s
Fishing Derby on Saturday, June 1 at Caruth Park from 9
a.m. to noon. Children must bring their own pole and bait.
“Catch and Release” procedures will be followed.

Event activities - Every hour awards will be presented for
the largest and smallest fish caught! In addition, there will
be children’s entertainment, a photo booth and various
local business sponsors will be on site. For more
information about the event, contact the Parks and
Recreation Department at 214-987-5488.
Event Sponsors:

Council OK’s design work for stormwater improvements
In response to urban flooding that occurs during heavy
rains, the City Council and Public Works Advisory
Committee have spent considerable time
studying a storm water model that
shows the extent of flooding in streets
and alleys. Based on the model and
demonstrated flooding at specific
locations, the City has been working
with an engineering firm on a storm
water improvement plan to address areas in the
community that are most susceptible to urban flooding.
Last month, the City Council approved a contract with
Huitt-Zollars to design needed improvements for a portion
of the City’s northeast side, running from Northwest
Highway to Southwestern Blvd.
Proposed improvements will center on replacement of
more than a mile of stormwater system infrastructure and
the installation of an underground detention structure in
Caruth Park. Design recommendations will also take in to
account how improvements made in those neighborhoods
could benefit needed stormwater improvements in other
parts of the city. Funded through dollars available in the

fiscal year 2019 Capital Improvement Program budget, the
design contact totals $996,000.
Design recommendations are due in April 2020.
Following that date, City staff will have a better idea on
project phasing and when actual construction could begin.
This contract is the first step in a multi-year program to
address shortcomings in the City’s aging 25-mile storm
sewer network through the installation of larger diameter
pipes, full replacement of some existing lines and
construction of underground detention facilities in existing
open spaces.
Consistent with other communities that are approaching
their 100-year anniversary, University Park has several
large scale infrastructure projects on the horizon. To
assist City staff with analysis, the Council recently
established a Long Term Financial Planning Committee,
comprised of residents who serve on the Finance
Advisory and Capital Projects Review Committees. Their
task is two-fold, to review how the City plans for its
annual budget and to look at the financial implications of
anticipated major projects.
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City’s Coyote Conflict Management Policy
The City appreciates your help in monitoring coyote
activity in neighborhoods throughout the community.
Whether you report sightings online at
uptexas.org, or dial the City’s 24-hour nonemergency number (214-363-3000), please
note the location, time of day, direction of
travel, number of coyotes seen, and the
animal’s general demeanor. This includes whether they
are acting in an aggressive manner, or they are injured,
sick or dead.
Coyote interactions with the public are becoming
increasingly common throughout North Texas. The City’s

Coyote Conflict Management Policy centers on a
continuing campaign of public education and hazing
techniques as recommended by the American Humane
Society. The policy states that the City will continue to
monitor reported sightings to identify potential patterns of
behavior. If coyotes are routinely seen in the daytime
chasing or taking pets, the City will work with Texas
Wildlife Services on trapping or lethal enforcement. To
read the full policy, go the City’s website at uptexas.org.
From the homepage click on Police and then Animal
Control.

YAC organizes class teaching UPFD firefighters basic sign
language
Each school year, the Youth Advisory Commission comes
up with a service project to benefit the community. This
year the group organized a sign language class for the
University Park Fire Department. The goal was to teach
emergency responders basic signs, so
that if needed, they will be able to
communicate with the hearing-impaired
during emergency situations.
After multiple planning meetings, YAC
members set a date for the class that was
attended by the department’s A-shift. Three volunteers
from the UT Dallas Callier Center for Communication
Disorders taught all the participants. A-shift personnel
learned how to sign the entire alphabet along with various
phrases such as “Are you hurt,” “I am a Paramedic,” and
“Where is the fire?”
Several YAC members also attended the class. While
learning basic signs, they also filmed the class and will
create a video so that all three department shifts know key
sign phrases. YAC members will also create “cheat
sheets” showing useful signs for quick firefighter
reference during emergency calls.

Members of UPFD’s A-shift, YAC members and
volunteers from the UT Dallas Callier Center for
Communication Disorders.

City news briefs
City providing free mosquito dunks

UPFD offers CPR training

Help keep the mosquito population in check
this summer - The City is providing
mosquito dunks to UP residents who stop by
City Hall (Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 3800 University Blvd.). To receive the
product you must show proof of residency (driver
license). Mosquito dunks will be provided, one pack to
each resident, until our supply is
gone. This same product can be
purchased at local garden centers.

UPFD has an upcoming opportunity for residents who
want American Heart Association CPR and First Aid
training. Class date and time:

Mosquito dunks look like a small,
beige donut. They float in
standing water. As the dunk
slowly dissolves, it releases a
bacterium which is toxic to all species of mosquito larvae.
Dunks can be used in fish ponds, birdbaths, flower pots,
rain barrels or any place where water collects and remains
for a period of time. The dunks kill mosquito larvae before
they grow to become biting and disease-spreading adults.
The product is harmless to other living things. Each dunk
is effective for a 30-day period.
Student art displayed in City buildings
To showcase young talent, in 2007 City Hall began
displaying award-winning art from HPISD. Enjoying
ample exhibit space in its beautiful home in the Plaza at
Preston Center, University Park Public Library also has art
on display. Chosen from works presented during HPISD’s
recent Highlander Festival art show, 14 pieces were
selected. The collection
includes two pieces
from each school.
Seven are on display at
the library, and the other
seven are on display at
City Hall. Each piece
shows the title of the work, the student’s name, grade level
and campus. The art will remain on display until next
spring, when 14 new selections will be made.
Photo: Some of the pieces that are on display in the
Municipal Court section of City Hall.

• Saturday, June 15 (8 a.m. to noon)
Conducted at University Park City
Hall, the session is limited to the first
10 individuals who register.
Participants will learn how to give
CPR to adults, children and infants, and will also work
with Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs).
Participants will be charged $25 each to cover the cost of
materials. Registration and payment in advance are
required. Please call 214-987-5380.
Automatic online water bill payments
Enroll in automatic online billing and never
miss a water bill payment or be charged late
fees and penalties. The City accepts four
major credit cards (American Express, Visa,
Mastercard and Discover). Please note - When signing up
for recurring credit card payment, be aware that a billing
cycle has to complete before your credit card is charged
for that first payment. After that, the credit card on file
will be charged on the water bill's due date. To enroll go
to uptexas.org and click on the Pay/Sign Up icon.

Summer Reading
Continued from page 1
Grown UP Summer Reading
Participants will be asked once
they’ve finished a book or completed
a challenge, to enter it into the
database. Those who do will have
their names placed into weekly
drawings for prizes. Readers will
also be able to post what books
they’ve read so that others can get inspiration for their next
read. At sign up, all participants will receive a yard sign.
The program runs from June 1 to July 31 and is sponsored
by Minnette Murray Group with Compass Real Estate.

