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Making a list and checking it twice

UPCOMING
CITY COUNCIL Some seasonal reminders
MEETINGS

Just right for this time of year, this edition of
The Arbor is filled with seasonal reminders.
As always, we hope as you read through these
pages, you get true value
out of the minutes you
invest. This publication
remains a primary source
of communication and
outreach on a wide range of
City policies, procedures,
projects and events that
make University Park such a special place to
live.

Tues. December 3
5 p.m.
City Hall
Council Chamber
Tues. December 17
5 p.m.
City Hall
Council Chamber

In the months ahead we are going to doubleup on our efforts to pass along information
that is tied to particular times of the year in all
our publications and social media platforms.
Here are some reminders to watch for:

City offices
will be closed
Dec. 24, 25, Jan. 1

Winter/Holiday Season

INSIDE THIS
ISSUE ...

•
•
•
• Happy Holidays •
from the Friends •
•

of UP Public
Library

Sprinkler Ordinance - freezing temperatures
Water My Yard - lawn watering
UPPD House Watch
Tips to avoid package theft
Christmas tree recycling
Tree limb heights/trimming

Summer
•
•
•
•
•

Automatic lawn sprinkler ordinance
Fight the Bite mosquito control
Community Camera sign-up
Back to Class school zone reminders
Leash and pooper scoop regulations

Fall
•
•
•
•
•

Block Party requirements
Home smoke alarm checks
Halloween safety tips
Tree limb heights/trimming
Community Recycling event

A note of thanks to our residents
As another year comes to a
close, we want to acknowledge
all those who write in, make
phone calls, or stop by to thank
City staff for keeping the community safe
and running smoothly. Please know how
much we appreciate your kind words. We
wish you the best of holiday seasons!

Spring

• Preventing front • Tall weeds and grass/trimming
• Yard Sale guidelines
step package
• Community Recycling event
thefts
• Christmas tree
recycling details

• Outdoor Warning Siren guidelines
• Pool Pass sign-ups
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Happy Holidays from the Friends of UP Public Library
Claire Nunez - Friends Communications Co-Chair
As we prepare to roll into a new year (and decade!), the
University Park Public Library remains a staple in our
community. Located in the
Plaza at Preston Center, the
library boasts an extensive
collection of books, eBooks,
audiobooks, digital services,
state-of-the-art technology
resources, study rooms, and engaging programs and
activities for patrons of all ages.

Meet Me at the Library programs
Mark your calendar for these upcoming Meet Me at the
Library programs. Hosted by the Friends, these free
programs begin at 7 p.m. with light refreshments at 6:30
p.m. in the UPPL 3rd floor Community Room.

The Friends of the University Park Public Library
supports the library by raising funds for high-quality
materials and services, educational programming, and
special projects and equipment; hosting community
programs and events; and providing trained volunteers.
Michael Gerstle, President of the Friends, has announced
three initiatives for his term: Vision, Endowment, and
Programming. A Visioning Committee has been formed to
assist in developing a long-term vision for the Library and
the Friends’ role in achieving that vision.
Since the library opened in the Plaza at Preston Center in
2013, the Friends has contributed over $1,800,000 in
ongoing support of our community asset for learning.
None of this would be possible without our valued Friends
members. We rely on new and renewing members to reach
our fundraising goals and help the UP Public Library
remain a place that fosters learning,
growth, and community in our city.
This holiday season, consider giving a gift
that gives back! A family membership
starts at just $50 and makes a great gift for
family, friends, and neighbors who are not yet members. If
you are a current member renewing, consider stepping up
to the next membership level – your generosity will make
a difference!
For more information on becoming a Friends member,
visit: https://uplibraryfriends.org

Wednesday, January 8, 2020: Texas Monthly Executive
Editor Skip Hollandsworth will present “Candy Barr: The
1950s Burlesque Dancer who Changed Dallas Forever.”
Tuesday, February 4, 2020: Attorney, Scholar, and
Author, Talmage Boston will present “Abraham Lincoln
and Winston Churchill: Lessons for Today from the
Master Wordsmiths.”
Wednesday, March 4, 2020: Senior Director of Trauma,
Emergency Department & UCEC, Parkland Health &
Hospital System, Jorie Klein will present “Stop the
Bleed,” a class to teach bystanders how to save lives in
trauma settings.
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Make this season less jolly for package thieves
Package thefts occur year round, but
thanks to the popularity of online ordering,
they are more common during the holiday
season. Here are some tips to prevent
package thefts and to keep your orders
safe:
• Use smart package lockers (such as Amazon locker) or
convenience stores like the UPS store
• Have packages delivered to your workplace or office
• Install security cameras
• Require signature on delivery
• Require a vacation package hold if you are out of town
• Sign up for tracking alerts so you can arrange to be
home when the package is scheduled to be delivered
This holiday season, UPPD urges you to lock your
vehicles and place your valuables in the trunk. It's a good
idea to also keep all household doors locked, even when
home. Of course, the department appreciates all those who
continue to quickly report suspicious activity.

The popularity of holiday season online shopping
Recent survey findings:
• 46 percent of all holiday shopping occurs online
• About 40 percent of all holiday sales in the US take
place on Amazon
Package theft is a growing problem
• 2017 - 25.9 million
Americans have had a
holiday package
delivery stolen from
a front porch or doorstep
• 2018 - 30 percent of
Americans have
experienced package theft

Pool resurfacing project begins at Holmes Aquatic Center
Sunbelt Pools has begun pool resurfacing work at the
Holmes Aquatic Center. The project involves repairs to
both the large pool and baby pool. Cracks are showing and
portions of plaster are starting to separate from the current
pool
surfaces.
Weather
permitting, the project will be
completed in January 2020.
The main pool and baby pool
were last resurfaced in 2009.
The City Council approved
the $215,000 project last month. Although it’s chilly right
now, it’s only six months until pool season!
At right, a crew member strips the existing surface of the
baby pool.
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Holiday season news briefs
Letters for Santa’s Mailbox

Hilltop Plaza Parking Garage

Ho, ho ho! This holiday season,
the City has set up two special
mailboxes so children can send
their wish-list letters straight to
the North Pole. One box is
located inside City Hall, the
other is located at UP Public
Library. After checking his list twice, Santa will mail
each child a letter in response. Letters will be accepted
until December 20. You can get a template letter from
City Hall, the Library, or the Peek Service Center, or you
can download one from the homepage of the City’s
website. Original letters will also be accepted.
Regardless of format, be sure to include your child’s
name, age, address and whether they’ve been naughty or
nice! For more information, please contact the Parks and
Recreation Department at 214-987-5488.

Just in time for the busy holiday shopping season, the
parking garage connected to the Hilltop Plaza building, on
the southern edge of Snider Plaza, is now open. Parking
slots, not marked for tenants, are free for the first hour,
and $3 for each additional hour after that.

Christmas tree recycling

UPPD House Watch
If the holidays have you loading up
your sleigh and going away, don’t
forget to have your home checked
daily by a UPPD officer. The process
is simple. You can make the request
online using the City’s website, or
while on the website, you can
download and complete the request form, and return it to
the City's 911 Dispatch Center. Either way, from the
homepage, click on Government/Police/House Watch.

Don’t forget to recycle your Christmas tree. The
Sanitation Division will pick up discarded trees on
scheduled collection days from front curbsides. Before
setting your tree out for collection,
remove the tree’s stand and all
ornaments, lights, tinsel and plastic.
If you live south of Lovers Lane
collection is free if the tree is at the
curb by January 9. For residents who
live north of Lovers Lane, collection
is free through January 10. After
those dates, there is a $25.53 collection fee. If you place
your tree at curbside and do not remove your tree stand,
lights and ornaments, you will be charged $25.53. For
more information, call the Sanitation Division at 214987-5451, or dial 311. Want an email that reminds you
to set your tree out? Go to the City’s website. From the
homepage
click
on
Government/SanitationRecycling/Collection Calendar. Then, type in your home
address and ask for a reminder.
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Holiday Sanitation
Collection Schedule
Christmas
Normal
Schedule
Mon - Thur
Tues - Fri
New Year’s Day
Normal
Schedule
Mon - Thur
Tues - Fri

TWITTER

@ CITYOFUPTX

