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UPCOMING
CITY COUNCIL
MEETINGS
Tues. December 4
5 p.m.
City Hall
Council Chamber
Tues. December 18
5 p.m.
City Hall
Council Chamber

City offices
will be closed
Dec. 24, 25, Jan. 1
INSIDE THIS
ISSUE...

UPLift, an employee-centered volunteer
program
University Park is
more than a special
place to live – it is also
an amazing place to
work! That’s in part
why, regardless of the
task at hand, the City’s
workforce is known for its commitment to
excellence and its constant desire to go above
and beyond what is expected to serve and
protect those who reside and work here.

This will allow them to pursue charitable
opportunities without impacting their
paycheck or time with their families. Each
volunteer event will involve 10 to 25
employee participants at various charities in
North Texas. UPLift has already identified
some organizations to work with including
children’s hospitals, food banks and animal
shelters. At no time will this outside
involvement of City personnel impact daily
tasks and responsibilities.

In January, an employee-centered volunteer
program called UPLift will begin providing
City personnel with the opportunity to give
back to our community and neighborhoods
across North Texas by working with a variety
of charitable organizations. Envisioned by a
cross-section of personnel, after months of
research and feedback from employees, the
effort was presented to senior staff and
approved by the City Council last October.

UPLift’s target for
2019 is 1,000 hours of
volunteer time. That
number can be reached
if approximately half of
the City’s workforce
chooses to participate. The program will be
managed by an employee committee that
will have a first-year budget of $5,000 to
cover program supplies, fees, box lunches,
transportation and shirts.

Along with benefiting the ongoing needs of
• Happy Holidays numerous area charities, UPLift will
from the Friends importantly provide City employees with the
opportunity to strengthen individual
of UP Public
leadership and management skills through
Library
teambuilding that serves the organization’s
core values centered on dedication,
• Snider Plaza
competence, diligence, communication and
Tree Lighting
public service.

photos

• Christmas tree
recycling details

www.uptexas.org 214-363-1644

Going forward, UPLift hopes to develop
partnerships with a wide variety of
nonprofits so that employees can be involved
in reoccurring annual events and so they
have the opportunity to assist and strengthen
this community and greater North Texas for
years to come.

Participating employees will have the
opportunity to work at a volunteer event for
eight hours during a regularly scheduled shift.
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Winter is a great time to consult Water My Yard
Take the guess work out of watering with Water My Yard!
Deciding when and how much to water your lawn during
the winter season can be challenging. Residents now have
a quick and definitive way to answer
those questions. Sponsored by the
Dallas County Park Cities Municipal
Utilities District, the Park Cities are
part of the Water My Yard program.
Offered by Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service, this free online
tool helps you determine how much supplemental water is
needed to maintain a healthy lawn year-round.
To learn more about the Water My Yard program, visit the
City’s website at uptexas.org/watering. After a few short
online steps you will be set to receive automated emails or
text-messages with weekly guidance that is based on
weather and soil conditions here in the Park Cities.

Twice-a-week watering restrictions remain in effect
A reminder — the City’s twice-a-week water
conservation measure is still in effect. The
year-round ordinance is consistent with
measures in many other area communities,
with outdoor watering days determined by
street numbers.
• Even - Residents with addresses ending in an even
number can use automatic sprinkler systems on Sundays
and Thursdays.
• Odd - Addresses ending in an odd number can use
automatic sprinkler systems on Saturdays and
Wednesdays.
• Buildings or facilities with multiple addresses will water
based on their lowest street address number.
Addresses that continue to be in violation will be mailed a
formal notice. A Municipal Court citation will be issued
after that. Learn more about twice-a-week watering, and
how to keep lawns healthy year-round. Click on
uptexas.org/watering.

Happy Holidays from the Friends of UP Public Library
Renne Lokey, Friends President
The library had a wonderful 5th birthday
year. Thank you for celebrating with us!
The Friends of the UP Public Library
commemorated the 5th birthday of its
relocation to the Plaza at Preston Center
with a tree planting at Smith Park on
Arbor Day, November 2. The Mayor, City leaders,
Friends Board members and some 4th graders from
Bradfield Elementary were all in attendance. It was a very
special day for our City and the library!
We hope that the community will visit the library in 2019
and take advantage of the many programs and events the
library and Friends Board organizes. Future 2019 events
include speakers, author visits, Game Nights for tweens
and teens and even knitting classes. There is something
for everyone at the UP Public Library!

and sign-up.

If you are interested in joining the Friends
of the UPPL group, membership levels
start at $50 and our new membership year
begins January 1.
Please visit
www.universityparklibrary.camp8.org
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Snider Plaza Tree Lighting - 2018
Thanks to “seasonal temperatures,” the hot chocolate was
flowing during last month’s annual Snider Tree Lighting
festivities. A big thankyou
to all of our sponsors,
musical acts, participating
area restaurants and
merchants, and City staff.
Again this year, the Rotary
Club of Park Cities and the
UP Merchants Association
raised money to benefit
the North Texas Food
Bank and low income areas of South Dallas. See you next
November!

Tennis court resurfacing project
You may have noticed that the tennis courts in UP are
looking a little blue! That’s because in 2017, the Parks
Department introduced a pilot program that changed the
tennis court color pattern at Smith Park to blue and green,
similar to color patterns used at the U.S. Open.
After positive feedback from our residents, the City is
resurfacing all courts to blue and green, including the
basketball court at Burleson Park. In addition, Pickleball
markings are being installed at each location.
Resurfacing is scheduled to be completed in early 2019.
For more information about court reservations and court
passes, please contact the UP Parks and Recreation
Department at 214-987-5488.
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News briefs
Christmas tree recycling
Don’t forget to recycle your Christmas
tree. The Sanitation Division will pick
up discarded trees on scheduled
collection days from front curbsides.
Before setting your tree out for
collection, remove the tree’s stand and all
ornaments, lights, tinsel and plastic. If
you live south of Lovers Lane collection is free if the tree
is at the curb by January 3. For residents who live north
of Lovers Lane, collection is free through January 4. After
those dates, there is a $23 collection fee. If you place your
tree at curbside and do not remove your tree stand, lights
and ornaments, you will charged $23. For more
information, call the Sanitation Division at 214-987-5451,
or dial 3-1-1. Want an email that reminds you to set your
tree out? Go to the City’s website. From the homepage
click on Government/Sanitation-Recycling/Collection
Calendar. Then, type in your home address and ask for a
reminder.

Holiday Sanitation
Collection Schedule
Christmas
Regular Route Holiday Route
Mon - Thur
Mon - Thur
Tues - Fri
Wed - Fri
New Year’s Day
Regular Route Holiday Route
Mon - Thur
Tues - Thur
Tues - Fri
Wed - Fri

Holiday safety reminders for pet owners
• Anchor your Christmas tree and
other decorations so they won't tip over
or fall.
• Avoid using tinsel on the tree — it
is tempting to feline friends.
• Swallowed tinsel can cause severe
digestive problems.
• Keep lighted candles away from your pet’s active paws
and wagging tail.
• Remember— as much as you like chocolate, it is not
good for pets. Even a tiny bite can be deadly. The same
is true for some sugar-free candy and gum.
Candle safety during the holidays and all year long
• Keep candles out of the reach of children
and pets.
• Never burn a candle on or near a
Christmas tree. Keep candles away from
decorations or other combustible materials.
• Place candles where they will not be easily knocked
over, in sturdy nonflammable holders. Never leave a
lighted candle unattended.
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