
 
 
 
City of University Park 
Outdoor Warning Siren System Guidelines 
Effective Date: 3/1/09 
 
Purpose:  To provide operational guidelines and define standardized use/activation   

procedures for the City of University Park outdoor warning system.  
 
I. Outdoor Warning System 

 
 The City of University Park (hereby referred to as “The City”) maintains six 

sirens designed to alert citizens of approaching or existing hazardous conditions 
which will require immediate protective actions in order to save lives and 
property.  Traditionally, these systems have been mistakenly referred to as 
“tornado sirens” yet the term fails to acknowledge all applications for sounding 
sirens.  In keeping with the regional standard and in an effort to reinforce the 
multiple conditions for which designated authorities may activate this system to 
alert citizens in outdoor areas, the City shall refer to these sirens as the Outdoor 
Warning System (OWS).  
 

II. Reasons for Activation 
 

As a component of emergency preparedness, the City maintains an OWS to alert 
and notify citizens in outdoor areas of emergency situations.  These situations 
include but may not be limited to natural emergencies, transportation accidents 
involving hazardous materials, emergencies at fixed facilities, acts of terrorism or 
other catastrophic events in which the community needs to be informed 
immediately.   
 

III.  Activation Guidelines 
 

The City’s OWS can be activated due to the following conditions or 
circumstances:  

o The National Weather Service issues a Tornado Warning or Severe 
Thunderstorm  Warning with the phrase "Destructive winds in excess of 70 
mph (or higher) are likely with this storm" for our immediate area.    

 
o Trained storm spotters have reported a tornado in the City or in a 
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neighboring jurisdiction that has the potential to affect our community.   
 

o Reported hail of 1.25” in diameter or greater. (1” may warrant activation 
for areas or events where large numbers of people are outdoors)  

 
o Other emergency as directed by the City’s elected officials.  

 
 
IV. Notification of Activation 
 

Authorized personnel should make external notifications to neighboring 
communities as soon as possible indicating the OWS has been activated.  During 
RACES net activations, the notification could be conducted by making an 
announcement via the amateur radio net in progress or other means available.   

 
Upon activation of the OWS the following notifications should be made with 
information regarding the nature of the incident and circumstances involved 
requiring activation: 

Emergency Management Director (Mayor) 

Emergency Management Coordinator (Fire Chief) or his designee 

City Manager 

City’s Public Information Officer 

311 Operator 

Chief of Police or his designee 

 
V. General Preparedness/Public Education 

 
Citizens in indoor areas should not mistakenly rely on hearing a siren as their only 
source of warning information.  A NOAA weather radio with Specific Area 
Message Encoding (SAME) technology is a good method of receiving warning 
messages indoors.  Additionally, the City provides to their citizens the ability to 
subscribe to the CodeRed system.  In the case of an emergency, this phone based 
system may be used to provide subscribing residents additional information 
regarding the nature of an emergency, actions to be taken, and/or the 
discontinuation of an incident.  There shall be an ongoing effort on the City’s 
behalf to educate and inform the public on proper actions to be taken when 
activation occurs. 
 

VI. General Information 
 

a. Authority to activate the OWS lies with the Mayor, City Manager, Chief of 
Police or his designee, Fire Chief or his designee, or Storm Spotter 
(RACES) supervisor. 
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b. Currently there are 6 sirens that are placed throughout the City and are 
activated from City of University Park Communication Center. The sirens 
are an outdoor warning system and are not intended to be heard indoors or 
in areas with high levels of background noise.  The system is the primary 
means to alert citizens engaged in outdoor activities to go inside, seek 
shelter, and get additional information through traditional media (AM 
Radio, Television, Internet, NOAA Weather Radio). 

c. The OWS is normally activated once and repeated as deemed necessary by 
the authorized activator. 

 
VII. Routine Testing 

 
The OWS is tested at 1:00 pm. on the first Wednesday of each month, however, 
sirens are not tested on holidays or during periods of inclement weather.  The Fire 
Chief or his designee will determine when scheduled test based activation will be 
conducted. Fire units will be assigned to confirm siren activation and proper 
function.   

Certain environmental conditions, vandalism, or faulty equipment may cause one 
or more sirens to operate inappropriately. If this should occur, following steps 
should be taken in order to secure operation of malfunctioning equipment: 

o Send citywide cancel command via the siren controller 

o Send cancel command to the individual siren 

o Contact Siren Maintenance Company with the Fire Marshal to have   
problem investigated and repaired 

o Make proper notifications to the following personnel: 

Emergency Management Coordinator (Fire Chief) 

City Manager 

 Fire Marshal 

City Public Information Officer 

911/311 Call Center 

Chief of Police 

 
VII. References 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Outdoor Warning System 
Guide, CPG1-17R 

  
 North Central Texas Outdoor Warning System Guidelines; North Central Texas   
            Area Regional Emergency Management (REM), February 16, 2009    
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